
Early Cold War Document-Based Essay 

Answer the following questions using the documents, information from the course — and your knowledge of the peri-
od from 1945 to 1960. 
 

Question: Choose three actions/events from the early Cold War period (1945-1960) that best illustrate a de-
parture from the standard anti-intervention, isolationist policies of pre-World War II. How did the fears and 
anxieties inside the U.S. contribute to this change? 

United Nations Charter: Preamble  
We the peoples of the United Nations determined 
 To save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to 

mankind, and 
 To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of 

men and women and of nations large and small, and 
And for these ends 
 To practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and 
 To unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and 
 To ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save 

in the common interest, and 
 To employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples, 
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Excerpt from Memoirs by Harry S. Truman: Years of Trial and Hope (1956) 
 
Communism was acting in Korea just as Hitler, Mussolini, and the Japanese had acted ten, fifteen, and 
twenty years earlier. I felt certain that if South Korea was allowed to fall, Communist leaders would be 
emboldened to override nations closer to our own shores. If the Communists were permitted to force 
their way into the Republic of Korea without opposition  from the free world, no small nation would 
have the courage to resist threats of aggression by stronger Communist neighbors. If this was allowed 
to go unchallenged it would mean a third world war, just as similar had bought on the second world 
war. 
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Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950  
 
The great difference between our western Christian world and the atheistic Communist world is not political, gentle-
men, it is moral. …The real, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralism . . . invented by Marx, 
preached feverishly by Lenin, and carried to unimaginable extremes by Stalin. This religion of immoralism, if the Red 
half of the world triumphs—and well it may, gentlemen—this religion of immoralism will more deeply wound and dam-
age mankind than any conceivable economic or political system.  
 
Karl Marx dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and Stalin have added in clear-cut, unmistakable language their resolve 
that no nation, no people who believe in a god, can exist side by side with their communistic state.  
 
Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of communism today—Joseph 
Stalin. Here is what he said “To think that the Communist revolution can be carried out peacefully, within the frame-
work of a Christian democracy, means one has either gone out of one’s mind and lost all normal understanding, or has 
grossly and openly repudiated the Communist revolution.” . . . 

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on? Can there by any-
one who fails to realize that the Communist world has said the time is now? . . . that this is the time for the show-down 
between the democratic Christian world and the communistic atheistic world? 
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