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interventionism, and the achievements of western civilization, whatever that unfortunate 
term may mean. Hence, his book may be most useful as an example of the intellectual 
defensiveness and ideological straitjacket worn by some intellectuals today. 

Herman practices a distinctly traditional methodology. The author has written an old 
style intellectual history where sweeping social and political claims are made about mass 
beliefs, opinion and behaviors of groups based on the presumed impact of ideas. Other 
than focusing on the reactions to political and military crises, the author does not examine 
the genesis of ideas in the social and economic processes of the nation's comprising the 
west. His book strikes me as entirely innocent of the linkages between economic develop- 
ment and the emergence of social science and neo-liberal economic interventionism. The 
one exception to this rule is his willingness to acknowledge the racialized context of the 
African-American experience, but even here Du Bois merely echoes European racial 
categories. 

It must also be noted that several errors of fact appear in the text: he has Malcolm X 
murdered in 1967 rather than 1965, Henry Adams visits the famous dynamo at the 
World's Fair in Chicago in 1900 rather than 1893. Herman envisions his work as antidote 
for a culture "steeped in self-doubt and anti-western pessimism." His perspective tells us 
more about his own pessimism than it does about the movements he attacks. 
Multiculturalism, for instance, as Lawrence Levine recently has argued, is a cause for 
optimism, not pessimism, but I am afraid no amount of evidence of our growing openness 
will divert the author from his reproachful dirge. 

Long Beach City College Julian J. DelGaudio 

Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and America's Continuing Debate over 
Science and Religion, by Edward J. Larson. New York: Basic Books, 1997. 318 
pages. $25.00, hardback. 

Summer for the Gods, Edward J. Larson's Pulitzer-prize winning account of the Scopes 
trial and its influence on twentieth-century society, challenges and corrects the miscon- 
ceptions relating to the Scopes trial that have become part of modern American folklore. 
Larson explores all aspects of the case-the origins of the anti-evolution statute, the 
decision to "test" the law in Dayton, the participation of William Jennings Bryan and 
Clarence Darrow as well as other legal luminaries, the role of the media, the choice of 
strategies by prosecution and defense, the outcome of the trial and subsequent appeals, as 
well as differing perceptions of what the case was about, what was decided, and why it 
was significant. The narrative begins with a description of the historical context in which 
the Tennessee anti-evolution law was passed. It deals with both the disagreements 
between religionists and scientists and the growing divisions within the religious commu- 
nity over various theories of evolution that had emerged by the early twentieth century. 
Shifting to the town of Dayton and changes that were threatening prosperity in the New 
South, Larson discusses the advantages local businessmen envisioned arising from publicity 
associated with a test case. He relies on the official transcript, records of the principal 
players, and contemporary newspaper coverage to piece together events relating to the trial. 
References to national and local publications, many of them easily accessible, suggest a 
variety of ways for using news articles and editorials in the classroom and a wide range of 
discussion topics that could emerge from students' examining these sources. 
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Larson's accounts of the trial, appeals, and later judicial decisions shed light on state and 
federal institutions charged with making and administering law. In prose unencumbered by 
legal jargon, Larson explains the rules dictating courtroom procedures, the reasons behind 
the lawyers' strategies, and factors influencing judicial decisions. A fascinating examination 
of Supreme Court Justice Abe Fortas' decision in Epperson v. Arkansas (1968), for example, 
shows how the Scopes case influenced the Justice's reasoning and led, inadvertently, to a 
position remarkably close to that taken by Bryan forty years earlier. 

Larson's discussions of the fundamentalist movement-before, during, and after the 
trial-demonstrate the importance of the Scopes trial in defining issues, establishing and 
revising agendas, and shaping strategies. Introductory chapters define and trace the 
development of "fundamentalism" and "modernism." Concluding chapters explain why 
and how religious conservatives have changed their political agendas, insisting in recent 
years on the need for "balancing" the curriculum. 

A chapter entitled "Retelling the Tale" not only discusses the treatment of the Scopes 
trial by subsequent generations of historians, but also takes a close look at the two 
accounts-Frederick Lewis Allen's Only Yesterday (1931) and Jerome Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee's Inherit the Wind (1955)-that have most influenced popular audiences 
and classroom teaching. The National Center for History in the Schools, he notes, 
recommends that teachers "'use selections from the Scopes trial or excerpts from Inherit 
the Wind to explain how the views of William Jennings Bryan differed from those of 
Clarence Darrow'" (p. 244). Emphasizing the fact that the play was written and produced 
at the height of the McCarthy era, Larson makes a convincing argument that Inherit the 
Wind is better taught as a product of Cold War America. "The play was not history," he 
writes, "as Lawrence and Lee stressed in their introduction. 'Only a handful of phrases 
have been taken from the actual transcript of the famous Scopes trial. Some of the 
characters of the play are related to the colorful figures in that battle of giants; but they 
have life and language of their own-and, therefore, names of their own."' He continues, 
"It may not have been accurate history, but it was brilliant theater-and it all but replaced 
the actual trial in the nation's memory. The play wove three fundamental changes into the 
story line (in addition to countless minor ones) all of which served the writers' objectives 
of debunking McCarthyism" (pp. 240-41). 

Larson both challenges and enables history teachers to rethink their teaching of the 
Scopes trial, McCarthyism, and the role of popular culture in shaping perceptions of 
historical events. He tacitly suggests several interdisciplinary approaches-linking his- 
tory and biology, history and literature, history and religion-and demonstrates the need 
for careful research, reliable sources, and solid analysis. 

Independent Scholar Christine L. Compston 

History by Hollywood: The Use and Abuse of the American Past, by Robert 
Brent Toplin. Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1996. 267 pages. 
$14.95, paper. 

Teachers in the schools and colleges frequently complain that contemporary students are 
overly influenced by the media, learning their history from film and television. Robert 
Brent Toplin, professor of history at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington and 
the author of numerous books and articles on film and history, acknowledges the crucial 
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